Site Presentation in Jordan: Inception and Implementation of the Work of the UJP-OHS
Concept Design and the January 2009 S

Documentation Season at Umm el-Jimal
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wavs. Frst, computer technicians in the Department joined

the team working on three-dimensional photographic render-
ing of structures. Second. the field team and DoA staff began
working together on the design and installation of the museum
on the ground

Thus, the documentation field work done in January 2009
functioned as a four-way partnership between the DoA, the
Umm el-Jimal Municipality, Open Hand Studios, and the
Umm el-Jimal Project, with adjunet participation by lordan’s
Ministry of Education, Calvin College, und ACOR. All this
will continue into the indefinite future, both 1 Jordan and
at Calvin College, and will include a second documemation
season m January 2010

Dacumentation of Ruins and People ar Umm el-Fimal in
Janwary 2009

The goal of the multi-faceted January 2009 season was to
gather documentanon for the site presentanon program de-
serbed above. As diverse as the potential audience, the team
members came from Calvin College ( Grand Rapids, Michigan),
Open Hand Studios (Chicago, linois), the Department of
Antiquities (Jordan), and the village of Umm el-Jimal itself,
The central gouls for the work included

I Museums: Creation of Umm el-Jimal Virtual Museum
interfaced with Umm el-Jimal in Reality (Museum-on-the-
ground)

2. Heritage: Gathening data in the living village for integration
into the antiquities of Umm el-Jimal, working towards the goal
of establishing the site as a Southern Hauran culture center,

3. Environment: Sampling of historic soils to service the
Jordan-wide ancient so1ls research and documentation of
1!I|.!l|.f|.'|'|l¢(|.)||.!l_l__'}

To achieve these goals the project staff was divided into six
weams, cach with their own areas of specialized expertise:

n]

Sally de Vries and
Calvin stodents enjoving
the tent fire during

heritnge nferview

I'he Video Production tcam led by Jeff DeKock (OHS)
documented the entire site in film and sull photography and
filmed numerous interviews with experis and local resi-
dems.

T'he Virtual Museum and Site Development team led by
Paul Chnstians (OHS ) created a visoal tourof the site using ¢labo-

rate photography technigues, developed the senpt and signage
for such a tour, and is developing the design for the installaton
of the site museum and walking tour on the ground

The Virtual Reconstruction team led by Crig Mulder
(OHS) did photogrammetric field documentation for the three
dimensional porirayal of two buildings, the Umayyad House
(by DoAcengineers Tawlig al-Hunaiti and Mowafag al-Fayez),
which is to serve as the new Museum Visitor Center, and the
Cathedral (hy OHS-LIJP staff)

The Modern Cultural Heritage team led by Safly de Vi-
1es (LP) with Muattaq Hazza {UITP) documented the tent and
|'|l'||.|.\'.." i:lL'i.'l.Il'I.'I“i”l ||1. ||ll..' meent sie 11|,J| |'||.\.1_I '|i|l.: |'I.;IN:| l._'.'\_'rltl,lf':\\,'
and conducted mterviews with numerous members of the
community to document their remembered herage

I'he Educational Curriculum tcam led by Sarah Oord
and Mary Workmen (Calvin education majors) developed a
multi-diseipline strategy for the teaching of archacology to
Jordamians in primary and secondary schools. Based on that,
they developed 13 lesson plans using the archacology of Umm
el-Jimalas subject matterand presented their work asaconcept
proposal to the Ministry of Education for integration into the
national archacology curriculum.

The Historical Ecology team led by Bernhard Lucke
(Brandenburg Technical University yand Laurie Koning (Calyin
graduate in Geology) took samples ol ancient soils for labora-
tory analysis 1o study the ancient climate patterns and agricul-
tural adaptation of the various communitics at the site



Expected results of the work include imagimative, attrac-
tive, and educational site presentations 1o be posted both on the
Internet (www.ummeljimal org) and installed on the ground,
io cnable both virtual and actual visits. Bert de Vioes (Direc-
tor) and his talented collaborators consider this thorough and
multi-tiered site presentation structure (o be a potential model
for other sites in Jordan and elsewhere. We view the resulis
s o great step towards the overarching goal of providing o
structure that enables equal, open, and {air necess 1o antigui-

thes sites and the information based on them. Our model of

multiple intersecting partnerships also serves to facilitate the
just implementation of that goal within the normal strictures
of local, national. and international civic societies.

The field work was funded by Calvin College and the
Norwegian Research Council and received strong support

from its project partners, the DoA and Open Hand Studios,
In addition to the core stafl listed above expressions of deep
gratitude are duc 1o Dr. Fawwaz al-Khraysheh (DoA Direc-
tor General) for his gracious enablement of our partnership;
MuaiTagq Hazza (long-time LUP team member) for his tircless
local arrangements and community coordination; the Mayvor
of Umm el-Jimal Municipality, Saleh Fallah, for his vistonary
blending ofheritage dream and economic practicality; and the
entire ACOR stafl for its encouragement of our vision and
enabling of our work. We are also grateful to Sultan es-Serour
lor allowing us to use the house of his father, Sheikh Hal, for
our “camp” and its great macihiafa for our communal compuler
lab, living room, and lecture hall

Teaching Uimm el-Jimal—the Hoya™ School with Byrantine howses in the foreground

ACOR Activities in Boston

At the ASOR Annual Meeting in Boston, several ac-
tivities took place to continue the celebration of ACOR s 40"
anniversary year, There was o double academic séssion on
“ACOR at 407 which took place on Friday moming (11721)
The program was developed to cover mumerous aspects of
ACOR's involvement in archacological projects in Jordan. 1
was duly noted that many projects could not be included due
1o the limited time

The lectures were divided into two sessions—the first
presided over by me as the current ACOR Director and the

second by David McCreery of Willumette University who wus

ACOR Director from 1981 10 1988, The full program was

Session 1:

Barbara A. Porter; ACOR at 40 The People and Places

Ciary RollefSon (Whitman College): Leave No Stone Untumed
ACOR's Expansion into Prehistory

R. Thomas Schaub { Expedition 1o the Dead Sea Plain): Stud-
1es on the Early Bronze Age in Jordan from 1968-2008: A
Period of Downsizing from an * Urban " Culare to Corporate
Villages

Burton MacDonald (S0 Xavier University ), ACOR and Survey
Archacology in Jordun
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